
 

 

Name: __________________________ 

Enclosed is my gift to support: 
 

General Fund    $_____________ 

Jim and Lisa Brown   $_____________ 

Pete and Danielle Forshtay  $_____________ 

Rick and Kristin Dobrowolski  $_____________ 

Other     $_____________ 

Thank you for supporting MetroGrace this month! 

Please include this cut-off with your next gift and 

use the back to indicate any changes to your 

contact information. 

7721 Torresdale Avenue 

Philadelphia, PA 19136 

215-533-3396 
www.metrograce.org 

Dr. Jim Brown,  

Executive Director 

October 2021 

Word of Grace Church—Pastor Pete Forshtay 

Our church became autonomous in the spring of this year, which means we’ve been 

undergoing changes.  

This past month, we announced the changing of our name from Crossroads to Word of Grace. 

We felt it necessary to avoid confusion. So we  are now  Word of Grace Church. 

The name comes from Acts 20:32 where Paul says, “And now I commend you to God and to the 

word of His grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all 

those who are sanctified.”  

The name was decided on by our advisory board after one of our weekly Bible studies and was 

well received by the rest of the congregation a few weeks ago. 

We’ve started new social media pages, a new website, and, soon to come, a new logo. (Visit 

our site and like our Facebook page www.wordofgracephilly.com) 

All these things are fun 

and exciting, but I’m most 

excited about the things 

that stay  the same. We 

are still a part of the 

Grace Brethren fellowship, 

Charis, still have our 

statement of faith, and still 

have our same message, 

mission, and methods.  

What is different, is the 

LORD is working uniquely 

through this group who is 

currently with us. Anthony 

and Katie Elliott joined us 

at the beginning of this year, which made a drastic difference! Since their arrival, the LORD has 

continued to add to our number! Both our Sunday worship services and our Thursday night 

home discipleship group have been slowly and steadily growing, both numerically and 

spiritually. 

It has been an exciting time, but we’ve also had our challenges. I’ll share at another time, but 

in the meantime, pray the LORD uses recent tragedies and losses to grow us closer to Him and 

each other. Ask Him to grow us in our effectiveness, loving each other and making disciples. 

http://www.metrograce.org/


Allentown Bible Church—Pastor Rick Dobrowolski 

Gospel Inroads 

Thanks for your continued prayers for our Gospel efforts in 

Allentown. We’re still waiting on our doorhangers to be printed 

so that we can get them out this fall. God has presented other 

opportunities to get the Gospel out to our community. I want 

to ask for your particular prayers for a young man named Vorn. 

God connected him to our church family in an unusual way. A 

Christian in Tennessee, who was doing business with him, 

reached out to me to follow up on some Gospel conversations 

that they were having. Since then, he’s been over to our house, attended our Sunday church 

gatherings, fellowshipped with us at our church Labor Day picnic, and has started reading the 

Bible. Pray that he responds to the work of the Holy Spirit in his life! 

Homeless Ministry 

Hurricane Ida brought a lot of precipitation into the Lehigh 

Valley, not as much as in Philly, but enough to provide some 

localized flooding. One of the homeless camps we work with is 

right next to a creek and on a flood plain. Due to some area 

connections, we were able to collaborate with the fire 

department, city officials, and the Street Medicine team to 

evacuate the nine occupants to an area hotel for a few nights 

to ride out the storm. They ended up losing what little 

possessions they had left at the camp and are not accumulating what they need again. Please 

be in specific prayer for Michelle. She uses a wheelchair and thus it makes the homeless life 

even tougher. She gave me permission to share her photo and thanks you for your prayers. 

We’re currently working with the city and other organizations to find accessible housing for her. 
 

Crossroads Church—Pastor Jim Brown  

Last month, Crossroads began Crossroads Bible Training. 

Children, teens and adults began gathering on Sunday 

mornings to study the Bible, pray and serve. We’re praising the 

Lord for great participation and praying for continued growth!  

Nelly told her boss that she couldn’t come to work until church 

was over. She is eager to learn. Barbara drove to the other side 

of the city, at least an hour round trip, to bring her sister, 

Suzette. Both women are prioritizing spiritual growth. 

Teens are learning to serve, helping with our children’s classes. 

Pray for growing bonds between our young people. Please 

pray for additional teachers, too!  

This provides a greater opportunity for fellowship before morning worship. Face-to-face 

fellowship has suffered since the pandemic. It was great to see people interacting with one 

another, managing their diverse approaches. Please pray for continued healing.  

To accommodate the new Bible Training Program and Fellowship time, some improvements 

were made to the kitchen last month, too. We’re thankful for the small, but useful, urban church 

building the Lord has provided for His people in Philadelphia.   
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