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Fernwood East, at Riverview Home, provides emergency 

housing for single men in Philadelphia. The program 

focuses on the immediate needs of the individual, linking 

them with community services that address primary social 

service and housing 

needs. They provide an alternative living arrangement for 

individuals who, because of age, disability, substance abuse, 

mental illness, chronic homelessness or other circumstances, 

are unable to live independently without care. Fernwood 

helps residents with case management, housing support, 

vocational assessment, employment and other services to 

transition to independent living. Last month, two residents 

were able to participate in the Thanksgiving Service at 

Crossroads. 

John and Charles walked a few blocks from Fernwood to Crossroads to attend the service. They 

arrived nearly an hour early, were welcomed by those in the 

building, participated in the service and shared in fellowship 

later that evening. As the men sat at a table enjoying some 

snacks, they shared their sense that God had led them to the 

church that night. They felt like it was a real turning point in 

their tumultuous lives. For a couple of hours they were able to 

feel like normal men, not just homeless men being processed 

through the system. Please pray for John and Charles as they 

continue their journey. Pray that they would respond to the 

gospel in faith. 

Maintaining an urban presence to serve folks like John and 

Charles has grown more challenging in the past two years. 

Please pray for Crossroads and other urban churches that 

seek to forward biblical truth in cities that make that 

increasingly difficult. 

This month, Crossroads plans to hold a Candles & Carols 

service on Christmas Eve. Please ask the Lord to use this 

ministry to impact neighbors.  

 

Thanks for all you do to support our ministry! Merry Christmas! 

Pastor Jim Brown 

http://www.metrograce.org/


The holiday season is a delightful time to point people to Jesus in 

the midst of traditions and decorations.  

We distributed all 1,000 door hangers within a half mile of where 

we gather on Sundays. Our people bonded and some meaningful conversations with neighbors 

happened at front doors and along the sidewalk. Now, more people now know that we exist.  

We’ve been earnestly searching for a space in the community where we can have permanent 

signage and a place to meet for Bible studies during the week. It’s become clear that we could be 

more effective if neighbors noticed that we are present. Please include this need in your prayers. 

One of the blessings of homeless ministry is connecting with area 

pastors who have a heart for the downtrodden (pictured with me 

is Steve Diaz of Lighthouse Bible Fellowship Church in Allentown). 

I’m grateful for those who give their time to build relationships. I’ve 

been told that those we serve desire to be known by someone 

and remembered when they die. That rang true to me quite 

recently as Jeff, one of my homeless friends, passed away. He was 

a talkative individual who was pretty skilled with his hands, and he 

had helped others who were homeless with building and repairing their shelters. There is 

encouraging news as well! We were able to connect Michelle, a homeless lady who utilized a 

wheelchair, with a city homeless liaison who facilitated a means for Michelle to return to Georgia to 

live with one of her daughters. Praise the Lord for that restored relationship and that Michelle is 

indoors for the winter.  We exist in Allentown as a church family to know Jesus and make Jesus 

known. Pray with us for hearing and response as we point others to Jesus. We desire growth, but we 

long for that growth to be our community members coming to Jesus—Pastor Rick Dobrowolski 

 

Our church is ready for the joys of the Christmas season! 

After an exciting conclusion to October, two baptisms and an 

outreach event on Halloween, we started November refocused 

on the basics: gathering for worship on Sundays and discipleship 

on Thursdays. It felt like the calm before the holiday storm. 

On the Sunday prior to Thanksgiving, we gathered 

in the evening to deck our halls for Christmas to 

some Christmas music, Christmas treats and hot 

cocoa! It was a wonderful time of fellowship as 

we sought to make our place of worship more 

inviting for the yuletide. 

That Wednesday, Thanksgiving Eve, Word of 

Grace joined Crossroads to worship and give 

thanks to the LORD together. It has consistently 

been our favorite way to start the Thanksgiving 

holiday and look forward to keeping that tradition with our newly autonomous church. 

Beginning the Advent, we concluded our mini-series in Isaiah and began to light the candles of our 

Advent wreath. In an attempt to bring some meaning and appreciation to Christmas songs we’ve 

sung together, we’re sharing the history and Biblical meaning of a selection of songs through 

December, culminating with our Candles & Carols service on Christmas Eve. We hope our people 

will feel more emboldened and comfortable inviting their friends and family to join us to celebrate 

Jesus over the Christmas season. Stay tuned—Pastor Pete Forshtay 
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