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Crossroads Church—Pastor Jim Brown 

Last month, Jason Brown led Crossroads Men in a discussion of the book, Family Shepherds. 

One of the men who attended that Saturday was Jack Connor.  

It was surprising to see him because Jack was on hospice care. 

Earlier this year, Jack was diagnosed with aggressive, terminal 

cancer. Only experimental treatment was available and that had 

not worked. So, Jack was preparing to meet Jesus.  

But that day, flanked by his brothers Jim and Mike, Jack made his 

way into the room, plugged in his oxygen tank and participated 

through the haze of painkillers.  

Just fifty years old, Jack had come to know Christ as Savior years 

ago. But, like all of us, he made some mistakes. He hadn’t always 

walked closely with the Lord.  

Impending death clarifies priorities. Now, though it was very 

difficult, he wanted to be at church.  

That morning, the men were discussing multi-generational 

discipleship, recognizing the need to shepherd those coming 

behind. At that point, Jack sat up straight and said, “If you don’t 

know what to do, look for someone who does and mimic them.”  

Sadly, Jack had lacked a family shepherd. But he wanted to share 

how he had coped with that deficiency.   

His presence and his input was an inspiration to every man at the group that day.  

Please pray that each man at Crossroads would clarify priorities, follow Christ and disciple 

others.  

The following Thursday, Jack went to be with the Lord. He is free from pain and enjoying the 

presence of God!  

His funeral was held at Crossroads. Many 

family members and friends celebrated 

Jack’s life, heard the gospel and began a 

process of healing. Please pray for this 

family as the Lord works in them. 

Families need the church. They don’t 

always recognize that need. But certain 

events make it more clear. Crossroads is 

committed to developing strong families 

through Biblical truth, Biblical relationships 

and Biblical mission. Thank you for helping 

us to serve the Lord in Philadelphia! 

 

http://www.metrograce.org/


Word of Grace Church—Pastor Pete Forshtay 

Did you catch that? Crossroads Wissinoming is changing their name!  

In March the congregation was released to serve the Lord autonomously. Since that time, 

an Advisory Board has been gathering regularly to evaluate the ministry, strategize their 

service and pray. Several have stepped into new positions. And, new ministry ideas are 

being generated all the time. Please pray for wisdom and discernment as the group targets 

their ministry. 

Through this process, the team wanted to match their new identity with a fitting name. It’s 

encouraging to see this group choose a substantive name, not just something trendy. It 

reflects their commitment to the truth of God’s word. It forwards their focus on grace as the 

basis for relationship with the Lord. And, it connects this young church with the heritage of 

grace forwarded by the Charis Fellowship. 

Interestingly, the congregation was given this verse from 

Acts 20:32 upon their release: 

“And now I commend you to God and to the word of 

His grace, which is able to build you up and to give you 

the inheritance among all those who are sanctified.” 

Years ago, I met Fred and Carla Sicoli in a Christian 

bookstore; I invited them to Crossroads. They brought 

their little girl, Danielle. Fast forward twenty-five years or 

so and that little girl is the wife of Pastor Pete Forshtay. 

As this letter goes to print, we’ve learned that Fred went 

to be with the Lord, joining Carla who preceded him. 

Please pray for Danielle and her family.   

 

Allentown Bible Church—Pastor Rick Dobrowolski 

One of the highlights of my month was finally getting 

to head to Philly and spend some time with Jim 

Brown & Pete Forshtay discussing ministry and seeing 

their contexts. It’s been a tough few months, and 

their encouragement was needed. I’ve found that 

stepping into someone else’s context often will 

encourage me for mine. 

Our 6-week “When Helping Hurts” study finished up 

and was greatly beneficial for the nine participants. 

It gave us a clearer perspective of our own 

brokenness as we sought to assist those who were 

broken in the area of financial poverty. Quite often 

we will find that those we assist with material needs will assist us in so many other ways. 

This month Kristin and I took part in a 3-day Thrive Leadership Foundation’s Refresh Retreat, 

which was all-expenses paid for ministry couples. God allowed us to recharge as well as 

engage in conversations about life, marriage, & ministry. 

Please pray for wisdom of direction in this next month. There are several evangelistic options 

that we are considering to further impact our community, and we would covet your prayers 

to determine the best ones to put our limited resources towards. 
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