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Access 2021 

This month, Charis Fellowship churches plan to gather in Goshen Indiana for national 

conference. The focus will be “Biblical Truth” a core value for the network. 

Jim & Lisa Brown and Pete & Danielle Forshtay plan to participate in the conference. And, 

MetroGrace will have a display. If you’re planning to attend the 

conference, please stop by our table and learn more about our 

urban ministry.  

 

Allentown Bible Church—Pastor Rick Dobrowolski 

We had a joyous weekend in June returning to our church family tradition of spending one 

weekend a year camping together (COVID killed last year’s trip). The weekend started with 

torrential downpours and ended with intense heat, but, no matter what the weather, God 

brought us closer together through 

our adventure. The campground 

had a pavilion that we were able to 

hold our Sunday worship gathering 

in, while those who were not able to 

make it scattered to other churches 

throughout the Lehigh Valley. We’re 

praising God for the growth in 

relationships that happened 

throughout the weekend. 

We’re also praising God for the 

faithful core of couples who have 

now been serving at ABC for just 

about a decade. While we minister in 

a transient area, by God’s kindness he has seen fit to have some families stay throughout 

the duration of the church plant, which has provided much needed consistency of 

leadership to weather the storms. My family is consistently refreshed by the relationships that 

we have with the Brown and Fox families, who have been faithfully spreading the Gospel 

among their spheres of influence in Allentown. We all took an evening to head to a 

restaurant in a neighboring city, Easton, to celebrate God’s Work in and through us. 

http://www.metrograce.org/


This past month has been a blur of activity, 

containing everything from recording a homeless 

Christian’s song testifying of Jesus (thanks to an area 

CRU missionary who’s excellent at guitar and came 

along with) to spending a breakfast talking to the 

likely next mayor of Allentown about the future of 

our city, while having the opportunity to share with 

him what a pastor does with his week. God has his 

plans and ways, and none of those relationships 

would have been anticipated by me when we first 

came to Allentown to church plant. Please pray 

along with us that God would bring fruit from the seeds that we have been sowing. 

 

Word of Grace Church—Pastor Pete Forshtay 

Last month, Pastor Pete facilitated a memorial service for Danielle’s father, Fred Sicoli. It was 

a great time to honor Fred’s life and glorify the Lord. A former 

member from Fred’s Christian rock band, All for One, played the 

keyboard; he reminded family and friends about Fred’s music 

ministry. Pastor Shawn Kidder from Grace Community Bible 

Church in the Lawndale neighborhood of Philadelphia led the 

service. A few people raised their hands to respond to the gospel 

message. Please pray for growth and continued healing.  

Word of Grace continues to navigate the waters of 

independence. The Advisory Team is handling corporate 

paperwork, new bank accounts, real estate transfer, insurance, 

revision of taxes with the city and a host of other administrative 

duties required for establishing a new church. Please pray for the 

Forshtays and others who are moving outside their comfort zones to 

handle these matters. 

Crossroads Church—Pastor Jim Brown 

Crossroads meets in a building that is over seventy years old. That’s 

relatively new for a church building in Philadelphia. But still, many 

years of ministry takes a toll on 

a building and a 

congregation. As ministries have been curtailed during 

the pandemic, we’ve been working on the facility. The 

Fellowship Hall, Nursery and Kingdom Kids classroom 

have all received a fresh coat of paint and new 

flooring. Many projects remain. Please pray for skilled 

workers who can help maintain this valuable ministry 

tool. And please pray that this place would be used to 

reach men, women, children and families for Christ.   
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