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Dr. Jim Brown,  
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Crossroads Church—Pastor Jim Brown 

Last month Crossroads hosted a church barbecue, the first social event in more than a 

year. It was a good time with food, fun and fellowship. Please pray for 

continued renewal. The pandemic has made a deep impact on the 

city. Churches have been affected significantly. Crossroads is working 

to overcome that disruption. Ask the Lord to restore and grow 

Crossroads through the coming season.   

Lisa and I were pleased to be able to represent MetroGrace at  

Access 2021, the national conference of Charis Fellowship.  

The theme was Truth, a core 

value for Charis and 

Crossroads. A roster of great 

speakers challenged the 

Fellowship. The Bible is worth 

celebrating. It empowers during difficult times. 

The Word restores the soul. It is the basis of our 

unity. And, it can be trusted into the future. You 

can watch the sessions here:  

www.facebook.com/charischurches. 

Biblical truth advances biblical relationships. It 

was great to visit with supporters, fellow laborers, friends and family. Lisa and I have been 

blessed by our biological family, our church family and by the broader family of disciples in 

the Charis Fellowship. It was encouraging to connect 

with friends from around the world.  

At the inception of MetroGrace Kurt Miller, the National 

Director of Church Planting for Grace Brethren North 

American Missions, gathered a group of missionaries to 

serve in world-class cities throughout America. Though 

Kurt has retired and the agency concluded its ministry, 

those missionaries continue to serve in Chicago, New 

York, Philadelphia, San Francisco and Toronto. (Some are 

pictured here.) It was fun to reminisce and share vision 

for the future. 

http://www.metrograce.org/


Biblical truth grows biblical relationships to 

advance the biblical mission. Loving God, 

loving others and making disciples drives 

Crossroads and the Charis Fellowship. 

MetroGrace is only one of many ministry 

partners that help fulfill the Lord’s mandate.  

(Grow New England, led by my brother Jack, 

is one of those ministry partners.) 

We’re grateful to be part of an international team that serves the Lord together!  

 

Word of Grace Church—Pastor Pete Forshtay 

Pete, Danielle and Pearl Forshtay participated in Access 2021 last 

month, too. It was fun to spend some time together. And, I really 

enjoyed watching as they interacted with others, sharing their 

passion for ministry. Lisa and I are grateful for our teammates and 

the important role they play in our urban ministry! 

Last month, Pete began elder training with Anthony Elliott. He 

began with Biblical Eldership by Alexander Strauch. He’ll work 

with Anthony to master the Statement of Faith, employing tools 

like Basic Theology by Ryrie. I’m thankful for serious students that 

value the word of God.  It’s encouraging to see God’s word 

applied and perpetuated:   

You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. The things which you 

have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, entrust these to faithful men who 

will be able to teach others also. (2 Timothy 2:1-2) 

Please pray for Pete, Anthony and other young men who will lead our urban ministry into the 

future.    

 

Allentown Bible Church—Pastor Rick Dobrowolski 

This past month has been one of regrouping and refocusing.  

We’re encouraged by a number of attenders who 

stepped up their commitment to our church family 

by becoming members, committing to come, give, 

and serve.  

Regrouping is happening as we add new people 

and have some come back from being away due 

to COVID.  

Refocusing is happening as we continue to 

strategize in how best to reach our community as 

well as disciple those already in our church family.  

My prayer is that God would raise up people in our 

midst to take on the tasks of deacons to free up our leaders for Word and prayer ministry.   
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