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America has changed. Over the last
three years, Americans have
experienced unprecedented political,
economic and social change. Work,
school and family life have been
transformed. Churches are shifting to
address these new realities. Crossroads is planning for change, too.
The Philadelphia Metro Area is a “Core Based Statistical Area.” The U.S. Office of
Management and Budget defines that as, “a core with a substantial population, together
with adjacent counties having a high degree of economic and social integration.”
Philadelphia is the principal city in the CBSA with a population of 1.5 million. The surrounding
counties add another 4.5 million people. Residents flow steadily throughout the region. They
live, learn, work, worship, shop, play and heal in multiple locations throughout the area.
Crossroads plans to broaden its
ministry approach, seeking a
regional location in the
northeast portion of the
Philadelphia Metro Area. This
move will allow the
congregation to advance its
values among a larger group of
people. A regional location will
help the congregation realize it
vision for a multigenerational
church that embodies,
exemplifies and empowers
biblical lifestyles. Please pray!
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Allentown Bible Church is now permanently
merged with Lighthouse Bible Fellowship
Church in our Sunday gatherings, leadership
teams, and ministries. As we move into the
future, we’re plotting a course to reach out

to the community and will
do so under a new name
and with a new public
launch in the mid-fall of
2022. Lots of hard work has
been and will be done. In
the midst of the work,
though, there is an
overwhelming sense of
excitement at what God
has in plan for our
combined future. We know
that God will meet our
financial deficit, provide a
new gathering location
that can be used throughout the week and not just on Sundays, and bring in new people
who come to Christ as we spread the seed of the Gospel in our community. Please continue
to keep this endeavor in your prayers, and, should you have any connections to real estate
in East Side Allentown, reach out and let us know.
My family took two weeks of vacation at the end of July after the mad dash of the end of
school and the church process merger. We enjoyed a week-long camping trip in
Connecticut with dear friends who are moving to Wisconsin for continued pastoral ministry,
and the second week was spent in a staycation — both to work on our house and explore
some new places in our area.
Please pray for Owen’s asthma, which has been exacerbated since he went through
COVID. Also, keep Kristin and I in your prayers as we seek to make wise decisions for our kids’
schooling in the fall. I would also specifically appreciate your prayers that R, a homeless
individual who recently battled throat cancer, would respond to the Gospel. Pray the same
request for M, a member of our local government, with whom I have had the opportunity to
continue to build a relationship.
Solangie and
Mercy
represented Word
of Grace Church
at Access 2022,
Pastor Pete Forshtay—pete@metrograce.org
the national
conference of the Charis
Fellowship, in Winona Lake
Indiana last month. Lisa and I
really enjoyed spending some
time with these young women. We’re excited about the future
that the Lord has planned for them and the growing
congregation in Wissinoming. Please pray for Pete and Danielle
Forshtay as they lead. Pray, too, for Anthony and Katie Elliott;
they plan to welcome a new baby any day now!
Thank you for supporting our urban ministry!

