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Word of Grace Church—Pastor Pete Forshtay 

Paul urges the Galatians to plant in ways that please the Spirit, not the 

flesh. He promises that, “whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.” (6:7) 

He goes on to say, “Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we 

will reap if we do not grow weary.” (6:9)  

But, it’s that “due time” that can trip us up. We plant and water, waiting 

for God to give the increase; but harvest comes slowly.   

Several years ago, Pete Forshtay knocked on each door in his neighborhood to introduce 

himself as the community pastor. He had heard a story from Pastor Kurt Miller about doing 

that many years ago in a very different environment. Though door-to-door contact making 

seems rather old-fashioned, and though it doesn’t really 

fit with Pete’s personality, he determined to give it a try. 

There weren’t many visible results right away. In fact, 

many doors were slammed and even some threats 

were made.  

Unbeknownst to Pete, one of the houses he visited was 

being used for prostitution. A concerned neighbor 

thought Pete was a customer and yelled at him to go 

away.  

He explained to Annie who he was and what he was 

doing. Sheepishly, she accepted his introduction and Pete moved on to the next house. 

Years later, events led her to Crossroads. She verbalized her commitment to Christ and 

began to change some big issues in her life. Soon, her believing daughter was attending 

the church. Later another daughter and her husband connected with the group. And, 

recently, a neighbor started attending; he 

said if God can change Annie He can 

change anyone. He doesn’t remember, 

but he slammed the door on Pete, too.  

Last month, Annie and her daughter Mercy 

were baptized at Word of Grace! Where 

are you planting today to harvest 

tomorrow? Don’t lose heart. In due time 

we’ll reap! 

http://www.metrograce.org/


Allentown Bible Church—Pastor Rick Dobrowolski 

One of our goals this summer was to create doorhangers to reach out 

to our community. Past distributions around East Side Youth Center, 

where we gather on Sunday mornings, have been helpful.  

One of the downfalls of meeting in a Sunday-only 

rented space is that we do not have signage or a 

location that lets our community know that we are 

here. We plan to distribute 1,000 doorhangers this 

fall. Pray that God would give us opportunities for 

conversations with our neighbors as we deliver them.  

We continue to feel like we’re in the process of regrouping. Perhaps that is 

the reality for many churches in today’s context?  

I’m thankful that God has identified a group of young people who are 

potential leaders. We look forward to investing in them. Please pray that 

those relationships would result in those leaders pouring into others. 

I was laid up for a couple of weeks in August with the coronavirus. God 

used it to teach me to be dependent on him since about the only thing I 

was good for was prayer. I’m on the mend now and know that I will see 

evidence of God’s work in my heart as I embraced my own human frailty. 

Even illness, and maybe especially illness, teaches us about our own limitations and God’s 

omnipotence. Thanks for your prayers! I look forward to updating you on the ways that God 

has used the doorhangers for his glory. 
 

Crossroads Church—Pastor Jim Brown  

Some urban churches face the challenges of rental 

locations; others face the challenges of old buildings 

and limited resources. The Crossroads Church facility 

has had a water issue for quite some time. Roofing has 

been repaired, plumbing has been corrected, concrete 

has been poured and the problem persists. Last month, 

some masonry issues were addressed on the front of the 

building. Please pray that this problem would be 

resolved completely. And, ask the Lord to provide all 

that is needed to advance the gospel in the city. 

Speaking of water, two people at Crossroads responded to God’s call for 

baptism last month.  

Alexander is a married father of two who came to know the Lord after a 

significant accident landed him in the hospital. Please pray for Alexander, 

Amberly, Noah and Joshua as they grow in their walk with the Lord.  

And, John is the son of Mike and Margarete Connor, a leadership couple. 

He is blessed to be growing up in a Christian family. Ask the Lord to equip 

him for every good work that John might glorify God!  

Thanks for all you do to serve the Lord and support our ministry! 
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