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Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. “Therefore beseech the Lord 

of the harvest to send out workers into His harvest.” Matthew 9:37-38 

 

  
MetroGrace is working with Crossroads Community Church of Philadelphia to 
grow a family of congregations that bring new life to their neighborhoods by 
sharing the gospel and serving with love. We envision a network of gospel-
centered, community-based 
congregations that cooperate to make 
disciples throughout Philadelphia. 
Currently, congregations are 
developing in two neighborhoods – 
Holmesburg and Wissinoming. 
 
 
Pastor Pete and Danielle Forshtay 
serve with our congregation in 
Wissinoming. The Lord continued to 
use this church family last month as 
they worked with the Wissinoming 

Civic Association, Lawton Elementary School and Moss 
Playground to make an impact on their community. The 
Lord is using outreach events, worship gatherings and 
meaningful communion services for His glory. It is exciting 
to watch the Lord transform individuals, heal families and 
enliven the neighborhood through this growing church 
family! 
 

 
Kurt and Anecia Miller serve alongside Lisa and me with our 
Holmesburg congregation. Last month, we saw five individuals 
trust Christ for salvation! Please pray for their growth in the 
coming days. After years of waywardness, a man in his forties 
renewed his commitment to Christ, completed the Growing in 
Christ course and publicly professed his faith through baptism. 
We’re encouraged by God’s work to animate the neighborhoods 
in which we serve. 
 
As God allows, we plan to develop a new congregation in 
another neighborhood this year; we’ve begun to research a new 
urban community. Please pray with us for clear direction, 
growing relationships, human resources, financial provision and 
a key leader. 

 

http://www.metrograce.org/


  
 
 
 

 
Last year, Pastor Pete shared with you a story about a gentleman called John 
who, along with his girlfriend Fawn, accepted Christ, was baptized and began a 
one-on-one discipleship process with Pastor Pete. Shortly thereafter they gave 
birth to a baby girl.  Because of his new life in Christ he made a tough 
decision—to turn himself in to the authorities. You see, he was running from 
the law for past offenses.  He was sentenced to at least three years in prison. 
That was the end of the story as last reported here.  Many of you have been 
praying for John and have often asked about him. We, too,  have been praying 
for him, writing him letters and asking for prayers from others for him and his 
family. 
 
A few weeks ago he had a hearing in which his public defender was arguing for 
time served, asking for an early release.  His arresting officer during that 
hearing reminded the judge that for a second offense felony, three years was 

the absolute minimum and that he should not be eligible for early release. Pastor Pete went to his 
hearing, accompanied by Fawn, one of our elders and his wife.  The public defender asked Pastor 
Pete if he would share with the court his short history with John.  He told the judge about what was 
shared in this newsletter last year; and, that turning 
himself in was a decision made on John’s own accord, a 
result of his relationship with Jesus Christ and his pursuit 
of righteous living.  The judge was merciful and approved 
his release.  John was allowed to come home with them 
that day! 
 
Now, he and Fawn plan to marry. He is now seeking 
gainful employment, which can be difficult for a convicted 
felon; and he continues worshiping and serving the Lord 
at Crossroads.   
 
Will you continue to pray for John? Pray the Lord would 
give him the perseverance to continue following Jesus 
faithfully in this new life that God, and a merciful judge, 
has granted him. Pray that we, as a church family , would 
continue sharing Christ's love with him and his family.  

 

 

 

PRAYER and praise 
 

1. Please Pray for John and Fawn (see above article). 
2. Pray for interns for the many internship opportunities that we provide: summer internships, 

semester internships; one-year urban ministry internships; and, two-year church planter 
internships. 

3. Pray that God would lead us to the next neighborhood where He would like us to develop a new 
church. We would love to identify, and possibly begin the process of starting, this year. 

4. Thanks for prayers for Anecia Miller. Please keep her in prayer as she undergoes further surgery 
on her left kidney and then recuperates. 

5. Several people have made decisions to trust Jesus as their Savior already this year! We thank 
the Lord for this and for overall numeric growth in our church this past quarter! 
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