MetroGrace is developing gospel-centered, community-based churches with Crossroads
Community Church of Philadelphia in the neighborhoods of Holmesburg, Wissinoming and
Bridesburg.
MetroGrace churches anticipate a busy month of ministry this April.
Pastor Pete Forshtay from
Crossroads Wissinoming will lead
three congregations to sponsor an
outreach event on Saturday April
13. He writes,
“We’re currently gearing up for our
annual Easter egg hunt for our
surrounding communities.
“This year, we’re trying something
different, combining our egg hunts
to one location, which also means
combining resources and
personnel. It will make things easier,
but it leaves the question as to
whether it will have more or less of
an impact on our neighbors…”
Please pray that neighbors from each community would participate in the Easter Egg Hunt. Pray
that many new contacts would be made. Ask the Lord to use the gospel presentation to lead some
toward Christ. Pray that participants would attend worship at each of the congregations.
You are probably aware that MetroGrace has been working
with our Crossroads Community Church to develop a
congregation in the neighborhood of Bridesburg. A small
group of neighbors gather for worship each Sunday evening.
And a Life Group meets in this community twice each month.
Our team at Crossroads Bridesburg plans to show the “Jesus
Film” on Wednesday, April 17. Pray for many new contacts. Ask
the Lord to draw some toward salvation through this outreach
event.
Please pray for a church planter or intern who would move into
the Bridesburg neighborhood, develop meaningful
relationships, assemble a ministry team and grow a new
church family.
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All three groups plan to gather at Crossroads
Holmesburg for a Good Friday Service on April
19th. Often unchurched and formerly-churched
people will seek the Lord during the Easter season.
Please ask the Lord to use this reflection on the
cross of Jesus Christ. Pray that some would be
reborn, others restored and all renewed.
In addition to these outreach ministries, our
Crossroads congregations will worship the Lord
with threefold communion services and
Resurrection Celebrations. Please ask the Lord to
strengthen the churches through worship. Pray
that the love of disciples would bear witness to His
work.

We’re rejoicing with the Forshtays!
Pastor Pete writes, “I’m excited to share an update on our most recent announcement: my wife
Danielle and I are having a girl! She is due in July, and we cannot be more excited!
“In the meantime, we are preparing a nursery, adjusting our schedules as best as we can, and
praying for God’s help in all of this.
“I cannot, however hard I try, press pause on
life, so ministry continues in all of this. And with
a child on the way it gives me renewed
perspective to the way I serve the Lord and
the way I lead His church…
“I happen to be writing this on the same day
we all found out about the mass murder in
Christchurch, New Zealand. This coming
Sunday, our church will be continuing our
series in Isaiah, happening upon chapter four;
and, preaching that Christians should live with
hope in light of God’s judgment and promises.
This is a fitting message in light of the most
recent tragedy. Christians should be ready to
share the reason for the hope we have,
especially in times when the world asks so
many questions and launches so many
criticisms of what we believe and how we
live. It’s hard to imagine how something as
fundamental and essential as prayer could be
under assault in the aftermath of such a
horrific event. We need to pray that God will help us to remain prepared to share this hope we
have, and to share in love; maintaining a presence in the city where God has placed us;
evangelizing our neighbors with the truth of God’s Word; and, praying for those who are hurting and
desperately need to know that there is hope found in Jesus Christ.
“The Church was here long before I came into this world. It will be here when my daughter is born.
And, if the Lord tarries, it will be here long after I die. What kind of ministry do I want to leave to my
daughter, and to other future generations? And what kind of example should I be living now and
when she arrives? Certainly this is not my only focus; but, it is a new focus; one that I haven’t felt
before; one that gives me a fresh perspective and motivation!”

