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Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. “Therefore beseech the Lord
of the harvest to send out workers into His harvest.” Matthew 9:37-38

A busy July in Bridesburg!
July was a busy month at MetroGrace. We continued to work at developing
our newest congregation in the Bridesburg section of Philadelphia.
On Sunday July 3, a team from our churches in Holmesburg and Wissinoming
gathered in Bridesburg to learn more about ethnography – a field of social
science that seeks to describe a culture. We want to listen and learn from
neighbors to understand the culture of their community. Their point of view is
important for developing appropriate ministries. So after a time of discussion,
the team fanned out across the neighborhood, spoke with residents and
completed a brief survey. During that time, they invited neighbors to a
barbecue scheduled later in the month.
On Saturday, July 9, another
group from our growing
congregations served to clean the yard attached to
our new facility. Some trees were cut back, weeds
removed and the yard was made usable for
ministry. Other than some serious poison ivy,
everyone was safe and the property looks good! We
want to be an encouraging presence for our

neighbors. Several people in the neighborhood have
even commented about how nice the property looks now
that we bought it and cleaned it up.
On Sunday July 17, we held a neighborhood barbecue
in Bridesburg. It was a very hot, sunny day in
Philadelphia; we were thankful that it was dry. About a
hundred people attended and there was a great spirit to
the event. We got to know some neighbors and began
developing a data base for the new congregation.
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Please pray for a single dad named Rob and his daughter named Sarah. Though Rob
describes himself as an atheist, he is very kind and open minded. Sarah is excited about a new
church moving in down the street!
Please continue to pray for our ability to renovate the building. We hope to begin worship
services in Bridesburg this September, so we’re approaching crunch time. Please pray, too, for a key
leader. In the beginning, our existing leaders will develop the group. But we’re asking the Lord for a
key leader who will move into the neighborhood and help develop this gospel-centered, communitybased congregation.

A Wonderful Story of Grace!
Camp Conquest is a wonderful summer camp ministry. I've had the pleasure of
serving there as a counselor for the past six years.
This year, we desired to bring two students with us from our congregation in
Wissinoming. About two years ago, we held a Fall Fest in our facility, inviting
family, friends and neighbors out to have fun with us. Among the many who
came out were two young kids named Pablo and Ashley. It was wonderful
meeting them, and along with everyone else who joined us, we invited them to
come worship Jesus with us on that next Sunday. They joyfully accepted our
invitation, and since have been our most faithful attendees. Much more than
that, they have been bold in sharing their faith and inviting friends, family and
neighbors to church. When they come to church on Sundays, they arrive with
a group of people they've gathered along the way, knocking on their friends'
doors and asking them to accompany them to church.
Their addition to our church family has been a
wonderful blessing, and we look forward to seeing
them and serving with them each and every Sunday.
This year, we wanted to bring them to Camp
Conquest. I talked to their parents, which was difficult
as their primary language is Spanish (and I cannot
even say I have a secondary language), but through
the barriers, they agreed to send them and said
they'd raise the money for them to go. A few months
later, things had changed for them and they currently
are struggling to find a home they can afford before
they get kicked out of the place where they are
staying. They were no longer able to pay for Pablo
and Ashley to go to camp.
Our church family talked about it and decided to set
some money aside each week, above our regular
tithe, to be able to send them ourselves. So, with only
a month left, we were able to raise the money and take two of our students to camp. They had a
wonderful time, and made it a point, each day of camp, to tell me so.
As a church, we are well aware of the scholarships available for campers, and have taken advantage
of them every year, but this year I wanted our congregation to be personally invested in the growth of
two of our students in helping to send them to Camp Conquest.
Be praying for Pablo and Ashley as they continue worshiping and serving with us, that the
Lord would continue to grow and mature them, using them through their faithfulness and boldness;
and, please pray for their family, asking the Lord to provide stable housing for them. And finally,
praise the Lord for Camp Conquest and the wonderful ministry it is.
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