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Allentown Bible Church—Pastor Rick Dobrowolski 

 Though we weren’t able to meet inside earlier this summer, The East Side Youth 

Center allowed us to use the parking lot for drive-in services.  

 A side benefit of meeting outdoors is that we had a number of people walking by 

who stopped and observed for a bit. Some of our people were able to engage them in 

conversations, too. ESYC opened up for limited basketball skills and drills sessions, giving us 

further exposure into our community as some parents stayed for a bit to listen to the sermon 

after dropping off their teens.  

 We’re also thankful for the support that we receive from churches and individuals, 

both in prayer and financially. Our church is filled with 

no-collar workers and finances have been tight as 

quite a few of them were furloughed. Thankfully, most 

of them have been able to resume their work. 

 Lehigh Valley Grace Brethren Church has been 

a special blessing during these days as they opened 

up their property for us to combine with them and 

Graceway Community Church for some drive-in and 

tent services. 

 Throughout this time, we’ve continued to reach 

out to the homeless population encamped around 

the city. 

 Last month we were able to begin meeting in the ESYC once again! We’ve been 

reminding people that we have opened for indoor services. Pray that God gives us the 

opportunity for new relationships as well as another point of contact with people that we 

already know. 

 And, we were pleased to welcome a group 

from one of our supporting churches who came to 

serve! It was a great blessing to see them repair the 

home of a young single woman. Praise the Lord for 

the way the body of Christ reaches out! 

 Praise the Lord for a time of refreshment the 

Dobrowolskis were able to enjoy at the end of last 

month. Please pray for Pastor Rick, Kristen, Jenna and 

Owen as they serve. The challenges of the past few 

months have been draining for urban pastors. Please 

ask the Lord to sustain them spiritually, physically and 

emotionally. 

http://www.metrograce.org/


 

I would like to add or change my address, phone number or email address: 

 

Philadelphia—Crossroads Community Church—Wissinoming—Pastor Pete Forshtay 

 Crossroads Wissinoming has been 

reopened for the last two months. People 

have been very slow to return. Many are 

concerned about gathering in any form. 

Small congregations like this feel even 

smaller. And recently, Pastor Pete and 

Danielle shared that it feels like they are 

starting a new church. That seems to be 

a common theme in urban ministry—

three steps forward, two steps back.  

 

Could the Lord use you to help this passionate young couple serve the Lord in the city? 

Please pray for growing Christians with leadership potential to join the Forshtays. 

 Though gatherings are limited, Pete and Danielle continue to 

reach out and connect through social media. Pete leads worship 

on Facebook Live each Sunday for Wissinoming and Holmesburg. 

And together, the Forshtays maintain relationships with teens 

through a weekly Snapchat group. 

Please pray for Pete, Danielle and Pearl Forshtay. They enjoyed 

some time with family in Indiana last month—quite a contrast with 

their normal urban setting. Ask the Lord to lift and encourage them 

as they serve.  

Philadelphia—Crossroads Community Church—Holmesburg—Pastor Jim Brown 

 About one third of those attending prior to the shutdown have returned for worship 

at Crossroads Holmesburg. Others continue to participate digitally. And the congregation 

is caring for each other with cards, calls and messages.  

 Some congregants who had contracted the virus have recovered; but they are 

dealing with ongoing physical issues. Some are elderly. Some are dealing with conditions 

that would make them, or a loved one, more susceptible. Others are fearful about 

gatherings, especially worship since that activity has been singled out. Some have 

probably gotten comfortable with worship from home. 

 While responding to current conditions, the leadership team at Crossroads has been 

working on a shift in philosophy to help the church emerge with strength. Though 

principles, perceptions and practices are changing life in the city, God’s word remains the 

same. The Church that began at Pentecost is a global institution that has straddled 

political boundaries, survived 

empires and sustained its witness for 

millennia. We’re looking forward to 

seeing the Lord Jesus Christ glorified 

in Philadelphia! 

 Thank you for your continued 

support for our work! Lisa and I were 

grateful to raise our children in the 

city. And, we’re thankful to have 

each of them, their spouses and 

children involved in our ministry.  


