February 2017
Jesus said, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few.” (Luke 10:2)
We Are Making Disciples and Baptizing Them
The Great Commission is at the heart of church planting. The risen Christ
sent His disciples to share the gospel. He wanted them to invite others to
follow Him too. Jesus directed us to baptize those followers. This public
symbol helps people understand the spiritual cleansing initiated by the
Father, accomplished by the Son and applied by the Holy Spirit. And, the
Lord wants us to teach growing believers how to live in accord with His
directives.
Matthew 28:19-20
“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to
observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the
end of the age.”
The first disciples responded to this instruction by developing churches in Jerusalem, Judea,
Samaria and the rest of the world. MetroGrace is developing churches, too!
On September 18, 2016 we held our first worship service
at our newly developing location in the Bridesburg
neighborhood of northeast Philadelphia. Just about four
months later, on January 8, 2017, we held our first
baptism there.
Andrew is a junior in high school who lives just across the
street from our facility. He began to connect with our team
as we prepared the building for worship. He would walk
across the street, talk with team members and hang
outside and ask questions. He was surprised and
encouraged when we would pray for him on the street. So,
he began attending regularly when Sunday evening
services began. Many of his questions were answered and
he gained assurance of salvation.
Every Sunday before he went home, he would ask for
prayer. Soon he learned that he should be baptized; he was eager to obey! So last month, his
mother and step-father came to see Andrew be baptized. Please pray for Andrew; he began our
Growing in Christ course last month. Ask the Lord to help him live out his faith in a challenging
neighborhood. Pray for his influence at school and in the community. Ask the Lord to use Andrew to
lead his family and friends to Christ. Pray for his mom, dad, stepfather and brother.
Thanks for helping us fulfill the Great Commission in the city! Your support is bearing

Name: __________________________
Enclosed is my gift to support:
The Browns
The Millers
General
_____________
(Other)

$_____________
$_____________
$_____________
$_____________

Thank you for supporting MetroGrace this month!
Please include this cut-off with your next gift and
use the back to indicate any changes to your
contact information.

7721 Torresdale Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19136
215-533-3396
www.metrograce.org
Dr. Jim Brown,
Executive Director

fruit for eternity. But, there’s still more to do! Please continue to pray with us. We’re pursuing an
opportunity to develop a another congregation in a different section of Northeast Philadelphia. Ask
the Lord to bring together all the details. We hope to be able to share more next month!

“Teams” Easily Adjust
There are many things that transpire over a month making it difficult to zero in
on only one or two stories, but there are some things that impact our ministry
more than others about which you can be praying.
Our student ministry is called “Thrive,” a ministry of teens from our three
congregations. We also have a faithful team of adults who plan and serve for
the sake of discipling and equipping these students as future workers and
leaders in our church.
Recently, one of our college leaders found that he could not avoid taking a
class that met at the same time as our student ministry. Wanting to see him
continue serving on the team, we met and discussed a time that would work
for all the leaders and for the students. Everyone agreed that Sunday
afternoon, immediately following the worship service, would work. This may in fact result in an
increased attendance in our student ministry.
Pete and Danielle
Forshtay

And, because the meeting time is changing, we took this as an opportunity to adjust programming
and people's service responsibilities. That’s the way it is here. Ministry is often changing, and
hanging on to certain times for meetings could result in the loss of willing servants. Since we are a
team (as opposed to a committee) we are flexible and adaptable. Two essential ingredients to
effective church planting and development.
Last month we told you about a woman from our Wissinoming congregation who had entered rehab
because of an addiction to heroin. After 30 days of staying clean, she left the rehab facility and
tragically has returned to her old way of addictive life. So many professing Christians in our
neighborhood do this; and, unfortunately for her, her sin of choice results in immediate disaster. Pray
the Spirit would convict her and turn her around again.
January was a routine month for me (if there is such a thing in ministry).
Visiting college campuses was the rule of the day following Christmas break. I
attended a Ministry Opportunity Day at Cairn University just north of
Philadelphia and also their week-long Global Missions Conference.
I will also be attending a week-long mission’s conference at Lancaster Bible
College this month. These events provide many opportunities to connect with
students who may have an interest in urban ministry. Please pray that I will be
able to harvest some workers for the harvest here in Philadelphia.

harvest field.”

The more I live and work in the city the better I understand the Lord Jesus’
urgent command in Luke 10:2, “...The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are
few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his

I know laborers are needed everywhere’, but many more workers are desperately needed here. We
are working hard to raise up workers and leaders from within our neighborhood churches. It is
tedious and often disappointing work. We also need those who the Church Everywhere has already
equipped. Please do not ignore the city. Especially Philadelphia. So many people living in such small
neighborhoods. Searching for something to give them hope and healing. Self-medicating on heroin
and other drugs of choice. Will you come? We need you! We are praying that God sends you here.
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