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MetroGrace is developing gospel-centered, community-based churches with Crossroads 

Community Church in neighborhoods throughout the city.  

Pete and Danielle Forshtay continue to lead our ministry in Wissinoming. 

Last month, after Christmas break, our Thrive student ministry started 

back up. Pete and the leadership team are taking students through 

Basic Christianity, leaning on discussion to develop students. As the 

group continues to grow, more volunteers are needed. Please pray for 

committed adults to serve urban teens. Could the Lord be calling you 

to serve in the city? 

Two congregants have gone through recovery, 

are now clean, have given their lives to Jesus and 

were baptized last month! Praise the Lord for His work!  

That work began almost ten years ago when a woman living across 

the street sent her children to Crossroads. Things didn’t always go 

smoothly. At one point she called the police and threatened to sue. 

But, Pete and Danielle continued to show love for her and her 

children. Eventually addiction took over her life. She was separated 

from her children. She lost her house. The Forshtays continued to show 

love, providing shelter and taking her to detox 

multiple times. Finally, God has claimed her for 

Himself and genuine change is evident. Please 

pray for Ada and Solangie as they have made a 

public profession of their faith and begun their walk with the Lord  

This month, our Wissinoming congregation plans to begin meeting 

once each month on Sunday afternoons for a discipleship class. 

Though we likely won't turn anybody away, we will not be 

announcing it the way that we do other ministries and events. We 

plan for this to be by personal invite only so as not to overwhelm the 

group.  

Please continue to pray for the Forshtays. Please pray for a qualified 

elders’ family to join the team. Pray for growing believers to move into the neighborhood 

and serve alongside Pete and Danielle. Please ask the Lord to provide for the financial 

needs of this frontline congregation. 

http://www.metrograce.org/
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In a 2014 article entitled, “Hospitals, Not Country Clubs: Churches Without the Broken Are 

Broken Churches,” Ed Stetzer says: 

 we must engage the broken and hurting people around us. I  want to be a part of 

 a church where broken people are welcome—a church where perfect people 

 aren’t allowed, a  place where people can embark on this journey without    

 having everything figured out from the start.  

(https://churchleaders.com/pastors/pastor-articles/176725-ed-stetzer-hospitals-not-

country-clubs-churches-without-the-broken-are-broken-churches.html/2) 

MetroGrace congregations will not be mistaken for country clubs!  

Many broken, hurting people find their way to our churches. Some are saved, grow in their 

relationship with Christ and experience healing! Lives are transformed and we rejoice!   

Urban missiologists call this, “redemptive lift.” When a person or community experiences 

spiritual, physical,  social and economic healing, they are lifted from dysfunction and 

begin living with hope. That’s our goal; but sometimes there are unintended                  

consequences. Those who’ve been “lifted” long to move on, leaving behind the 

“hospital” where they found healing.  

Here’s part of a letter we received last month: 

 Dear Pastor Jim, 

 First I would like to thank you for an amazing journey of teachings, and being a part 

 of my church family.  In addition, for always listening to my run on stories.  You      

 welcomed me in when I was so lost, broken hearted, and down and out, and for 

 that, I will be forever grateful...  

 The Lord is calling me to be somewhere else at this time, and I am following and  

 being obedient…  

 Again, I will forever be truly grateful to you and crossroads for your love and support 

 over the years...I feel that crossroads is where my Christian journey began…  

Certainly there is great joy in seeing such growth. But, it is also difficult to see healthier 

Christians move on. Please pray that our urban churches would be able to continue lifting 

the broken-hearted. And, ask the Lord to make our congregations healthy places where 

lifted Christians can grow and serve.  

Lisa and I are grateful to serve with a dedicated team of leaders in Holmesburg. Please 

pray for a congregational pastor who can move into the neighborhood and lead this 

congregation into the next stage of its ministry. 


