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MetroGrace is developing gospel-centered, community-based churches with Crossroads 

Community Church in neighborhoods throughout the city.  

Ten by Twenty – Twenty  

When MetroGrace was formed with the help of Grace Brethren North American Missions, 

we began a process of gathering, training, sending and coaching teams to develop 

gospel-centered, community-based churches.  

We envisioned a cluster of churches working together to reach Philadelphia for Christ. We 

even set a goal – 10 x 2020. We imagined ten self-supporting congregations working with 

our Fellowship to love God, love others and make disciples. 

It hasn’t quite worked out that way! Has that ever happened to you? You set a goal, work 

hard to achieve that objective and find that the results are far different than you could 

ever have imagined. 

Over the years we’ve helped nine urban congregations find life.  

The first was Crossroads Grace Brethren Church of Philadelphia. Jim and Lisa 

Brown helped establish this initial congregation in 1991. Eventually the church 

moved to Frankford and was led by Mark and Candi Ritzman, 

concluding ministry in 2014. 

Bob and Sharon Pearson led the second church plant of 

MetroGrace, Crossroads Grace Brethren Church of Wissinoming. This 

congregation began in April 2000 and served the Lord until 2007.  

A third church was started by Dan and Angie Browning in 

Northeast Philadelphia in the spring of 2002. To provide additional leadership, 

Jim and Lisa Brown joined Crossroads Community Church of Philadelphia in 

2004. By 2008, this congregation had purchased a building in the 

neighborhood of Holmesburg. Jim continues to serve as pastor of this 

congregation.  

Paul and Janis Alencar, missionaries from Brazil, started a fourth church in 

2005. A vibrant Brazilian community had developed in Northeast Philadelphia 

and the Alencars were well equipped to reach that population. Brazilian 

Bible Church held services in Portuguese, joined the Fellowship of Grace 

Brethren Churches and met in our Holmesburg location until its conclusion.  

Having retained a property in the Wissinoming neighborhood, we were able to 

share our space with a developing church plant in 2008-2009. During that time, 

the Lord used Pastor Victor King to develop a fifth church called House of Joy; 

they continue to serve in Philadelphia. 

http://www.metrograce.org/
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In 2008, Mark Rowe began a Bible study in Wissinoming that 

developed into a children’s ministry called, Comly Street 

Chapel. Soon, Pete and Danielle Forshtay joined the team. By 

2010, while attending Philadelphia Biblical University, Pete be-

gan a church planting internship at MetroGrace. By 2012 the 

Forshtays had begun our sixth congregation, Crossroads  

Community Church of Philadelphia - Wissinoming. Pete continues to pastor 

this church. 

We were able to help a seventh congregation develop in 2016. Brazilian  

Baptist Church of Philadelphia, led by Pastor Dimas Pezzato, began to meet at 

our facility in Holmesburg to reach out to the Portuguese speaking communi-

ty. They continue to serve with us today. 

We began an eighth congregation in April of 2016. Crossroads 

Community Church of Philadelphia – Bridesburg began as a team effort to 

reach a neighboring community. Pete and Danielle Forshtay as well as Jim 

and Lisa Brown worked together to lead the group as we awaited a con-

gregational pastor. Finding none, this work concluded in 2019. 

Frank and Lisa Yost began our ninth church, Crossroads    

Community Church of Philadelphia – Rhawnhurst. This congre-

gation began in February 2017. During that year, the Yosts and 

their group separated from Crossroads and moved to a differ-

ent neighborhood. Mike and Margarete Connor served in 

Rhawnhurst for another year, concluding in 2018. 

Church planting is about people. Disciples make disciples and gather them into groups 

that love God, love others and make more disciples. It sounds simple, right? Not every-

thing has gone the way we intended; but God is fulfilling His plan. We’re eager to see 

what He’ll do in 2020!   

 Please pray for our leadership team, serving in Philadelphia with their families.  

 Please pray for at least one more qualified elder to serve with the Forshtays in Wissi-

noming.  

 Please pray for a congregational pastor to serve with the Browns in Holmesburg.  

 Please pray for a 

qualified church 

planter with vision 

for a new urban 

church. 

 Thank you for sup-

porting our minis-

try with prayer, fi-

nances and 

hands-on help!  

 We praise the 

Lord for a great 

team of partners 

serving with us!  


