January 2021
Crossroads Church—Holmesburg—Pastor Jim Brown
Crossroads is eager to begin a new year, moving forward in ministry. Restrictions
in Philadelphia present some challenges. Many churches have halted in-person
worship services. Crossroads has remained open. Though attendance has been
very low, the Lord continues to work.
One older couple saw the doors open, parked their car, walked a couple of
blocks in the snow and rejoiced to participate in worship. The man was pleased
to hear the Bible explained and shared how the Lord had challenged him.
Though cognitively impaired, his wife asked prayer for her addicted daughter. Afterwards, she
said she felt loved. The Lord uses biblical truth and new relationships to fulfill His mission.
A young mother of three has made it a point to attend regularly through these months. She’s a
very private person; but recently, she discreetly shared a
request for a significant health issue. It was a privilege to share
experience, comfort her and pray.
Everyone needs prayer. The Holmesburg facility is located on a
busy street. Often folks linger near the sidewalk after services.
Many pass by during that time, making brief conversations
possible. Recently, a transgendered woman walked by,
responded to a greeting and doubled back to ask for prayer.
Tears filled her eyes as she heard about
the Lord’s love, mercy, forgiveness and grace. Please pray for her.
Be Strong—Crossroads 2030 will direct ministries this year, and for the
next decade. The congregation is committed to strong disciples, men,
women and families. This month, parents are being urged to use The
New City Catechism curriculum to train their families at home. Please
ask the Lord to strengthen this congregation in the grace that is in Christ
Jesus.

Crossroads Church—Wissinoming—Pastor Pete Forshtay
Crossroads Wissinoming is looking forward to the repair of
their 114-year-old building this month! Significant water
damage ruined drywall, flooring, cabinetry and more.
When a team from Penn Valley Church in Telford
Pennsylvania heard about the need they sent a crew to
investigate. They’ve since devised a three-phase plan to
help resolve the issue. Please pray for Pastor Pete, the
congregation and the team as they work this month to
remedy the problem and restore the area.
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Though urban facilities can be challenging, they enable congregations
to serve in areas of great need. The Forshtays have been able to help
families at the most critical points in their lives. Not long ago, they brought
three young children into their home during a crisis. Drug-addicted
parents were unfit to care for their children. The children were placed
with others, the parents remained in their addiction and the Forshtays
kept contact.
Last month the father was beaten and killed just after buying some drugs.
All of that took place in front of the laundromat next to the Wissinoming building. Pastor Pete
was able to provide detectives with video that was picked up by a security camera.
Urban churches serve on the edge of eternity. Please pray for Pete and Danielle as they care
for the children and their mother.

Allentown—Allentown Bible Church—Pastor Rick Dobrowolski
We appreciate your continued prayers & financial
support! God is growing his church in Allentown and we
are thankful that he uses our church family to accomplish
his purposes.
Our church leadership team took a couple of days this
past month to evaluate 2020, pray and plan over 2021,
and then submit those plans to God. We’re excited to
build around the theme of “Identify in Christ: Live Like
You’re Dead” - we hope that this memorable theme will
assist us well as we analyze Galatians 2:20 and how it
impacts our lives in the day-to-day.
As we seek to be an outward-focused relational church in Allentown, we are planning a few
ways to continue to do that better. Please pray that God would take the following plans and
use them for his glory in 2021:


“When Helping Hurts” class to train people in our church in ways to best help the hurting



“Faith and Finances” training from the Chalmer’s Institute to be trained in helping those
struggling through generational poverty



Carnival for a Cause - a community evening to raise funds to assist the homeless as well as
enable us to get the name of our church out - we’re looking for church partners to help us
with this event



Camping Trip - a weekend away with our church family and friends to escape together in
God’s creation - every year we’ve done this we’ve had friends and neighbors who are not
followers of Jesus join us



A Formal Homeless Ministry - due to the response of our church family & our community to
organically helping the homeless, we’re seeking out ways to formalize our relationally
based homeless ministry

We have our plans for 2021 and have learned as recently as this past year that God can
change them as he wills. Please pray along with us that God would take these plans to grow
our church family and to see others start to follow Jesus with their lives.
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