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Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. “Therefore beseech the Lord
of the harvest to send out workers into His harvest.” Matthew 9:37-38

The Bridesburg Brigade
Last month a team from our congregations in Holmesburg and Wissinoming
worked to develop a new church in the neighborhood of Bridesburg.
At the beginning of the month, we made some progress in clearing out most of
the remaining bank equipment. That will help us begin some renovations
needed to prepare the building for ministry. We still haven’t removed the vault
door. Please ask the Lord for some help to do that.
In the middle of the month the team conducted a prayer walk through the
neighborhood. We’re asking the Lord to prepare hearts to receive the gospel.
We’re praying for the gathering of believers. We’re seeking peace and
prosperity for the community. We’re praying for God to be glorified through
Crossroads Community Church of Bridesburg. Please pray with us.
The size and complexity of American
cities can overwhelm church
planters. A variety of approaches
have been employed to address
those issues. Some target the

population by age, developing churches that
reach out to people during a particular period
of their lives. Others focus on social class,
grouping people by education, profession or
income. Sometimes race or ethnicity might
direct an urban church planting effort.
At MetroGrace, we advocate for communitybased church planting. Choosing a
geographically identified neighborhood
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limits and deepens ministry possibilities. It limits ministry to residents within a defined community. It
deepens ministry by addressing the needs of all neighbors in a holistic manner. Ministry recipients
are not targeted on the basis of race, culture, or class. They are not singled out by age, education, or
income. Community-based church planting teams adopt a parish mentality, serving among everyone
in the neighborhood through the daily activities of life.
Toward the end of June, our development team worked on neighborhood mapping to chart the
environmental character of the community. We’ve identified the census tracts that make up the
neighborhood, detailing the types of buildings, their use and their impact on the community. Deeper
understanding of the parish enables the team to form ministries that are meaningful to residents.
In July we hope to build out the auditorium and a classroom. Please pray for a ministry team with the
skill to help complete those tasks. We’re also planning a work day to clear out debris and the yard.
And, we’re planning to host a community barbecue on July 17. Please pray for coordination of these
events. Ask the Lord for great community contacts.

For those of you who receive this newsletter, who read it monthly and commit
yourselves to praying for our church development, “Thank you!” We need your
prayers and see the impact of their responses from the Lord. Now, I ask your
prayers for something else.
Some people form their ministries based on their giftedness. Some follow a
model where they go door-to-door asking what type of church or ministries
would the community like. Where we've tried to do both of these things, as well
as a few others, we're finding there may be legitimate needs in our
Wissinoming community we've been overlooking. We've discovered this
through visitors who have repeatedly asked for three things:
1. Does this church have wheelchair access?
2. Does this church have AA meetings (or other types of substance abuse
meetings)?
3. Does this church have Spanish services?
All three of those questions have been answered, "Sorry, we do not at this time." We desire to
change this in order to better reach our neighbors for Christ.
We need a Spanish-speaking family, who has a heart for the lost. A family who will move into our
Wissinoming neighborhood, a great place to live, to serve alongside us in minister to the Spanish
speaking people in our neighborhood. If you'd like to visit us, we have guest rooms and would love
company!
Pray for the provision of a wheelchair ramp or lift. It would be a major project for our little church, but
it is a necessary change if we hope to reach those with disabilities.
Thirdly, we're going to begin researching effective substance abuse and assistance programs. There
are good programs and bad ones. There are right ways to go about doing this and devastatingly
wrong ways that could cripple an entire ministry. We are looking for a Bible-based program. Pray for
wisdom; and, please share your wisdom, and any helpful resources you may know of, with me, My
email is pete@metrograce.org.
There is bar two doors from our church that daily has a larger per-hour attendance than we have.
Pray for the lost, and for those controlled by substances, in our neighborhood who need to
experience the freedom from bondage that is available through the Lord Jesus Christ.
I asked for help and prayer last month about our need for new Bibles. The gifts that came in
surpassed the need and will help us begin to meet the need of Bibles for our new congregation
starting in Bridesburg. Thank you for your prayers and demonstrations of love!
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