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Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. “Therefore beseech the Lord 

of the harvest to send out workers into His harvest.” Matthew 9:37-38 

 

  
The Bridesburg Brigade 
 
A bucket brigade is used to move water from its source to the fire. Brigades 
assemble during times of need and often include volunteers who help rescue 
people and property. 
 
The Bridesburg Brigade is a developing group of Christians who’ve assembled 
to take the gospel from their communities to a nearby neighborhood called 
Bridesburg. The Brigade plans to share the good news, helping rescue 
neighbors. 
 
Last month, 21 people gathered in Bridesburg for the very first time. They met 
to pray, plan and prepare for developing a new congregation in the 
neighborhood. It’s exciting to imagine what the Lord might do with this growing 
team of servants. 
 

Throughout the spring we’ll work to renovate the bank we’ve recently purchased. We need to 
remove some items like teller stations, vault doors and safety deposit boxes. We need to build a few 
walls. Some small trees need to be removed from the yard. The building will need paint and carpet. 
Is there a team in your church that likes to get their hands dirty? Maybe you could bring a ministry 
team to Philadelphia. 
 
During the summer we will begin 
reaching out to the neighborhood. 
We’re planning a barbecue, an 
open house and lots of contact 
making in the community. Do you 
have a group that could help with 
outreach? Children, teens and 
adults are welcome to come serve 
with us in developing a new urban 
church. 
 
Lord willing, we plan to begin an 
evening worship service in 
Bridesburg this fall. A team from 
our existing congregations will lead 
that effort. But we could use some 
help from nearby friends, too. Is 
there a team from your church 

http://www.metrograce.org/


looking for a service opportunity one Sunday evening each month? Please contact Kurt Miller if 
you’d like to help us here in Philadelphia, kurt@metrograce.org.  
 
Please PRAY with us. Ask the Lord to grow the core group in Bridesburg. PRAY for a key leader 
who can be trained in urban ministry. ASK the Lord to open the hearts of neighbors who will hear the 
gospel message. PRAY that many families would be rescued through this new church in Bridesburg! 
 

 

Last month we asked you to help replenish pew Bibles for our 
Wissinoming congregation. We are happy to announce that through the 
contribution of two people we received $700 toward this project—exactly what 
we were asking for! Praise the Lord! 

Many pastors have the privilege of being able to do multiple weddings and 
baby dedications. So far, I haven't conducted either one of those, but have 
done multiple funerals and memorial services. Last month we lost two women 
in our congregation.  One of them was a younger woman who struggled with 
health problems, but who always seemed to bounce back. The other woman 
was healthy, aside from occasional low blood pressure.   

Both of these ladies made significant impacts on others in our church 
family.   Although saddened by their deaths, their funerals created an 

opportunity to have a church-wide conversation about death that has been challenging to some.  So 
far we've seen two reactions.  One of our attendees does not like that it is being talked about at all. 
He has been avoiding thinking about death his whole life, pretending that this life is all there is and 
hoping just to live a good one.  As a result, he chose to stay home last Sunday.  

The other reaction came in light of a close call for a younger woman who narrowly escaped an 
exploding car.  She chose to view that incident in light of what God is wanting to teach her. Since 
that ordeal she has, at least verbally, made God and church a priority in her life and we did see her 
and her family this past Sunday.  I had also been asked by her boyfriend if I would pen a letter to his 
place of work explaining that we have worship services on Sunday mornings. He wants to ask for 
Sundays off and is hoping my letter will support his request.   

Death is not a fun topic, but when it causes positive change in people, provokes thought about 
mortality and ignites a desire to follow the Lord more closely, I can thank God that He allowed a 
couple of his servants to be taken from this world so that others may begin a life of living for Jesus.  

 

Our Holmesburg congregation did a high tea last month 

in honor of one of their members, Terry Harkins, for her 

many years of faithful service leading a ladies Bible study 

(Terry is pictured left with her hat on for the tea). 

24 ladies came out for this exciting event. It was the first 

time that many of 

them had ever 

attended a tea. 

They were all excited and enjoyed themselves immensely. 

Sunday morning the  church was all a-buzz with their 

conversation about how much fun they had! Thank you for 

supporting MetroGrace so that neighborhood churches can 

be planted to make a difference in the lives of so many! 
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