June 2017
Jesus said, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few.” (Luke 10:2)
The Blessings and Challenges of Urban Ministry
THANK YOU! We praise the Lord for such a great team of supporters. Last
month we shared two needs: a sign for our newest church plant and funds to
help send children to camp. We received all the money needed for the sign
as well as plenty of funds to send children to camp! We’re grateful for your
help!
Community-based congregations are an important part of our urban ministry.
We focus on smaller, geographically bounded neighborhoods. So, we are
able to broaden and deepen ministry within those limits. We seek to take
prayerful responsibility for the spiritual needs of each resident in a given
neighborhood.
This “parish” mentality helps us build relationships with a very diverse group
of neighbors. We’re learning to cross boundaries like race, ethnicity, culture
and class. Issues like language, religion, education and economic status can be seen as barriers or
bridges into new relationships.
These relationships can be challenging. Moving beyond the surface to meet deep needs reveals the
brokenness of humanity. Last year we served a family whose teenage son had died. Since his
death, his African-American father went to prison and his Caucasian mother died unexpectedly. Two
young children were left
orphaned. A Puerto Rican
couple from Crossroads has
taken custody of the children,
raising them as their own. That
couple had recently put their
house up for sale, planning to
retire in Puerto Rico. Their
decision required a sacrifice that
will last for decades. Ministry
that transforms takes time.
Transformational ministry must forward biblical values. For many urban residents, the concept of a
Christian marriage is hard to grasp. They have seen few positive examples and many negative
attempts. Many young women believe it is impossible to find a faithful man who will commit their
lives to a single relationship. And many men give them good reason to believe that. Our
neighborhoods are full of tangled relationships.
One thirty-three-year-old woman has six children with four different men; she has never been
married. She is already a grandmother. Though she has professed Christ as Savior, her
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actions haven’t displayed godly judgment. Some intellectual challenges play a role, but the core
issue is spiritual. These behaviors impact her children who will someday raise their own families,
perpetuating that lifestyle across generations.
Navigating entwined connections can be tricky. One woman who committed her life to Christ was
challenged about living with a man. After some time,
she moved out of the house and out of the
neighborhood. Hopefully, she did that to live
obediently. Meanwhile, her ex-boyfriend and her exhusband have become friends. They both attend one
of our congregations. One believes he is saved. And,
the other one might actually be saved. We’ll keep
sharing God’s word to see their lives change.
Urban ministry must be incarnational. That’s what
Jesus did. He left the glory of heaven and moved into
our world that we might be made righteous. We need
more growing Christians to move into the city and
model righteousness for their neighbors. Could the
Lord use you to serve in the city? Come, join us!

Equipping
Crossroads' Community Church purpose is to help people belong, grow and
serve in Christ's family as we share the gospel and glorify God.
Desiring to see more ministries spearheaded by others in our Wissinoming
congregation, we've assigned each part of our purpose to folks in our
congregational ministry teams.

Pete and Danielle
Forshtay

Scott Bryan, a member of our church for many years, was assigned the area
of Glorifying God for the Wissinoming congregation. He immediately began
planning a prayer tent to take place in the lawn of our church on Comly Street.
Our first prayer tent took place on Saturday, May 20th, from 9am—5pm. Scott
and others began praying for people in our neighborhood.

My wife, Danielle, and I went in the morning to help him set up at 8:30 and Scott was already inviting
those walking by to enjoy some coffee and donuts from
Dunkin Donuts that he had purchased earlier. We prayed
with three people just while setting up. Scott and others
prayed with over 30 people in the course of the day,
inviting others to enjoy pizza and soda later in the day.
Many people, after meeting and praying, said they'd join
us for worship the next day. Scott prayed with a man
named Dan who prayed to accept Jesus as Savior. Pray
this man returns to church for baptism, worship and to
grow in his faith and in fellowship with other believers.
Scott was thrilled with how the day went and is desiring to
hold another prayer tent event in June and again in
September.
Please pray the Lord continues to ignite fires in our people
to create ministries that fulfill our purpose, serve the Lord
and change lives
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