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Allentown Bible Church—Pastor Rick Dobrowolski 

Many urban pastors are bi-vocational. Limited resources and 

unlimited needs lead many to serve in a variety of ways. Rick 

Dobrowolski describes himself as both a pastor and a social worker.  

Rick trained to become a pastor, earning his Master of Divinity 

degree from Calvary Baptist Theological Seminary. After gaining 

some hands-on experience in other ministries, Rick and his family 

moved to Allentown 

and began Allentown 

Bible Church.  

He continues to serve 

the Lord in this primary 

responsibility, 

shepherding the congregation that has grown. 

Praise the Lord for the urban leadership team 

that has developed. Please pray for Josh Brown, 

Joe Fox and Ken Stockton as they serve with 

Rick to reach the city for Christ. Please pray for 

growth in their church family as they follow 

Christ together in grace and truth. 

As a social worker, Rick serves with VAST—Valley Against Sex 

Trafficking. VAST works to eliminate human trafficking and 

sexual exploitation through collaboration, education and 

advocacy. They seek to empower survivors and encourage the 

community to take action in the anti-trafficking movement.  

Rick serves as Treasurer and 

Operations Manager, helping VAST to fulfill its purpose. Ask 

the Lord to use VAST to rescue those being exploited. 

These past few months have been challenging for 

churches and agencies. Pastors and social workers have 

felt increased pressure as they seek to love God and love 

their neighbors. Please continue to pray for Rick, Kristen, 

Jenna and Owen as they serve the Lord in the city. Thank 

you for giving to advance the gospel in urban centers. 
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Philadelphia—Crossroads Community Church—Wissinoming—Pastor Pete Forshtay 

After twelve weeks of separation, Crossroads is eager to 

provide opportunities for worship in its facilities this month. 

Lord willing, Crossroads will host worship gatherings 

beginning on Sunday June 7. 

The building in Wissinoming is small; it’s challenging to 

accommodate some of the guidelines that have been 

issued. Pete and his team have been working on the facility. 

They’ve been painting, removing unnecessary items, 

installing a new door and preparing to regulate movement. 

Please pray for this congregation as they assemble. Ask the 

Lord for a sense of His presence, protection and provision as 

they worship. 

Since many in the city remain uncomfortable with gatherings, Crossroads plans to provide 

online opportunities for worship, too. Pete and Danielle will continue to livestream services 

so those who are unable to attend can continue to participate.  

It’s been fun to welcome distant friends to online worship. A small 

congregation in Philadelphia has been able to serve others in areas 

near New York, Boston, Chicago and even as far away as India. As 

the Lord allows, Pete hopes to continue livestreaming into the 

future. 

Last month, Pete and Danielle celebrated fifteen years of marriage. 

This month, they will celebrate Pearl’s first birthday. Praise the Lord 

for His good gifts! Please pray for this young couple as they serve 

the Lord and raise their family in Philadelphia.  

Philadelphia—Crossroads Community Church—Holmesburg—Pastor Jim Brown 

As God allows, Crossroads Holmesburg plans to renew in-person worship this month, too. 

Some are very eager to return, others are still hesitant. Please pray for a spirit of 

acceptance that produces unity in the body of Christ.  

Mike Brubaker, my good friend and ministry mentor, is a gentle 

man. (Except when he’s rooting for the Eagles or the Phillies) Many 

years ago he had an opportunity to preach an important sermon 

to a large group of people. He could have chosen some 

profound theological topic or some popular passage. Instead, he 

chose as his text Romans 15:7—”Therefore, accept one another, 

just as Christ also accepted us to the glory of God.” And really, he 

just focused on three words, “Accept one another.” I don’t 

remember all the points of his sermon that day. It doesn’t matter. 

His life preached that sermon everyday. Mike tried to teach me to listen to others whether 

they were “strong” or “weak.” And, he exemplified that quality. He was patient, 

sometimes to my great frustration, wanting to make sure that even a quiet voice was 

heard. Mike listens with compassion; you can see it in his eyes, often welling with tears as 

he hears of others’ pain. 

Sometimes, well-meaning Christians assert their point of view with little regard for their 

brothers and sisters. Let’s accept one another just as Christ has accepted us—like Mike; I 

want to be like Mike.   


