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Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. “Therefore beseech the Lord 

of the harvest to send out workers into His harvest.” Matthew 9:37-38 

 

 Last month we shared the significant opportunities for developing gospel-
centered, community-based churches in Philadelphia. And we noted the great 
challenge in finding biblically qualified leaders for the task. In the Urban Face 
of Mission, Roger Greenway writes about this dilemma:  
 
The issue we face is this: traditional seminaries – 
and I have particularly in mind schools that are 
conservative and evangelical in theology – are 
not able or willing to make the necessary changes 
to prepare an adequate number of people to 
serve effectively in urban contexts and minister in 
churches representing a wide spectrum of races, 
cultures, and religious backgrounds. (226) 
 
He goes on to say: 
 

…in light of all the facts, I believe that the wisest course of action for 
most urban, ethnic churches is to develop alternative programs of 
leadership training, contextualized to their needs. (234) 
 
MetroGrace works with students from a variety of colleges, universities 
and seminaries to provide contextualized leadership training in 
Philadelphia. Learners participate in a variety of internship programs 
that advance understanding of the city. Interns learn how to develop biblically relevant ministries that 
help urban Christians love their neighbors while sharing the gospel. Please pray for more urban 
interns to provide leadership for new churches in the city.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Kurt was on campus for a week at Cairn University, a Christian 
school in the northern suburbs of Philadelphia; and another 
week at Lancaster Bible College, a Christian college in 
Lancaster, PA. He met with many students in small groups and 
one-on-one. He is planning to visit each of these schools once 
a month to spend a day with interested students who are 
looking for guidance, mentoring and future ministry 
opportunities.  
 

Stories of Grace in Philadelphia 

http://www.metrograce.org/


We participated again this year in the Martin Luther King, Jr Day of Service. We prayer walked with a 
church in our Holmesburg neighborhood, Mt. Zion Baptist Church, and helped to collect food for the 
neighborhood food bank. Our commitment to develop community-based churches extends to all of 
our neighborhood, a neighborhood made beautiful by it’s multi-ethnicity. Reaching out with hands of 
fellowship and service, especially on a bitter cold winter day, helps us fulfill our community-based 
commitment to ministry. 

 
Kurt’s wife, Anecia, helped develop a team of 
ladies from our church to plan a Valentines 
Banquet again this year. The team consisted of 
many new ladies to our church. They were so 
excited to be included. They decorated the 
church beautifully and provided wonderful Italian 
food and a plethora of delicious desserts! Even 
though the temperature outdoors was in the 
single digits, the attendance and mood inside 
was warm 
and 
vibrant!  
 

There were several decisions to receive Christ at our 
Holmesburg campus in the last few weeks. And, six people 
wanted to bear witness to their faith through baptism on 
February 28. The cool thing is that some of them are members 
of a family we have asked you to pray for in the past. This is 
really exciting for us! 
 
Thank you for your continued interest and support of our 
ministry. Your prayers are making a significant impact in 
Philadelphia. We are reminded of the Parable of the Persistent 
Widow where Jesus starts the parable by saying, “Then Jesus 
told his disciples a parable to show them that they should 
always pray and not give up.” (Luke 18:1). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAISE AND PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

1. Please pray for summer interns who can help us research a new neighborhood to start a new 
church. 

2. Pray for other internship opportunities that we provide: college semester internships; one-year 
urban ministry internships; and, two-year church planter internships. 

3. Pray that God would lead us to the next neighborhood where He would like us to develop a new 
church. We would love to identify, and possibly begin the process of starting, this year. 

4. Several people have made decisions to trust Jesus as their Savior already this year! 
5. Pray for Anecia Miller who underwent parathyroid and thyroid surgery last week and who is 

scheduled for kidney surgery on March 8 to remove a stone that has nearly populated her entire 
left kidney. 
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