
 

 

Name: __________________________ 

Enclosed is my gift to support: 

 

The Browns  $_____________ 

The Millers  $_____________ 

General  $_____________ 

_____________ $_____________ 

(Other) 

Thank you for supporting MetroGrace this month! 

Please include this cut-off with your next gift and 

use the back to indicate any changes to your 

contact information. 

7721 Torresdale Avenue 

Philadelphia, PA 19136 

215-533-3396 
www.metrograce.org 

Dr. Jim Brown,  

Executive Director 

May 2017 

Jesus said, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few.” (Luke 10:2) 
 
 

 
What a Difference a Year Makes! 
 
During Easter 2016 we had two congregations serving urban neighborhoods in 
Philadelphia. Last month, four congregations gathered to celebrate the 
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ! Thank you for giving and praying to 
make that possible. Please continue to pray as God continues to develop 
gospel-centered, community-based churches in the city. 

 

Crossroads Community Church in Rhawnhurst is our newest congregation. 
We’ve been meeting in a temporary space for the last two months. In May, we 
plan to move into a more 
permanent rental space. It’s the 
anchor store in a small 
neighborhood strip mall; it’s a 

great space! We have an immediate need for a 
lighted sign; the cost is $2,200. That’s a big challenge 
for a small group. Could the Lord use you to help 
offset part of that expense? I know it doesn’t sound 
very spiritual to pay for a sign. But, it is helpful to 
direct people to the place where God is worshipped, 
the Bible is taught and people are loved. If you’d like 
to help, please mark your gift “Sign.” 

 

 

We’re hoping to send at least fifteen children to Camp Conquest this 
summer. It’s a great Christian camp that serves the Northern 
Atlantic Fellowship of Grace Brethren Churches. We’re very thankful 
that Camp Conquest is able to help lower the cost for urban 
children. And, we ask the parents of the children to cover a portion 
of the payment. But there is still a need for additional funding. Could 
you help send a child to camp? If you’re able to help, please mark 
your gift, “Camp.”  

 

I met Kurt Miller about twenty-seven years ago. He and Anecia were planting a church in Palm 
Harbor Florida. Kurt was serving as the part-time, Southeastern Representative for the Grace 

http://www.metrograce.org/


Brethren Home Missions Council. As I was planning for our 
very first church plant, Kurt was able to share from his 
experience and help me develop realistic expectations.  

Later, Kurt was called to serve as the National Director of 
Church Planting for the GBHMC, which was later renamed 
Grace Brethren North American Missions. In that role, he 
called the Fellowship of Grace Brethren Churches to plant 
churches through regional initiatives, ethnic initiatives and 
world-class city projects. Kurt’s strategy led to significant 
church planting activities throughout the country, and to 
expanding the FGBC into Canada. And with new vigor, the 
Fellowship began to advance the gospel in the city. 
MetroGrace developed as a result of his work. 

For the last few years, it’s been a joy to have the Millers 
serve at MetroGrace. They’ve moved into the city, served in 
our churches and shown love to our people. As the Director 

of Strategic Partnerships, Kurt has developed relationships with supporting and serving partners 
throughout the country. God has used Kurt and Anecia to bless MetroGrace! We’re very grateful! 

After more than forty years of ministry, Kurt and Anecia have decided to retire. They deserve a rest. 
We’re happy that they’ll be able to enjoy their family, but we’ll miss them! Kurt’s last official day at 
MetroGrace will be May 31. 

We’re very thankful for all who have supported the Millers through prayer and finances. Your support 
has helped forward the gospel in the city. We’ve initiated two new congregations in the past two 
years!  

Could I ask you to continue your support for MetroGrace? Church planting is challenging; developing 
urban churches is even harder! I remember Kurt saying that it was the most difficult ministry in which 
he had served. Your help would be a great blessing! You could mark future gifts for “Browns” or 
“General.” Thanks for standing with us! 

 

A Wonderful Journey! 

It is with delight that I announce my retirement while in the Lord’s service with MetroGrace, an urban 
church-planting and development ministry to a city I have learned to love over the last 25 years. I 
visited Philadelphia often during my tenure as National Director of Church Planting with GBNAM. I 
have fond memories of getting to know Jim and Lisa Brown and their children, and many of the folks 
in their newly developing church, some who are still actively involved today. Staying in the apartment 
in the Leiper Street facility was always a treat for me. I recall walking the streets under the L, the 
elevated train on Frankford Avenue, and talking to neighborhood merchants and shoppers. 
Interestingly, we live only a few blocks from there now.  Philadelphia will always hold a special spot 
in our hearts, as will Jim, Lisa, their family and the dear folks of Crossroads Community Church. 

The past 40 years seem to have flown by. God gave me an amazing wife and three wonderful 
daughters. They really were the wind beneath my wings. It was their use of their respective gifts that 
enabled us to plant multiple churches; and, that allowed me, for more than 20 years, to travel across 
North America on your behalf advancing the cause of church planting and development. 

Now, Anecia and I look forward to living near one of our daughters in North Carolina, and to having 
time to invest in our grandchildren’s lives, both there and in Indiana and California. We will always 
serve the Lord in some capacity through a local church. You can’t take evangelism out of the heart of 
an evangelist; and, teaching out of the heart of a teacher.  

Our contact information will change in time, but for now you can reach us by email at 
kurtmiller01@gmail.com and aneciamiller08@gmail.com. Our mailing address will remain the same 
for a while: 1000 Wakeling St, Philadelphia, PA 19124. Thank you for the prayers, support and 
kindness you have shown us these last 40 years. Blessings... 

 

I would like to add or change my address, phone number or email address: 

 


