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Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. “Therefore beseech the Lord 

of the harvest to send out workers into His harvest.” Matthew 9:37-38 

 

  

Creating an Urban Presence 

Our goal remains the development of gospel-centered, community based 
churches in neighborhoods throughout the city of Philadelphia. Our 
congregations create an urban presence that embodies grace and truth for 
neighbors. Christ-like examples can then share God’s love during times of 
great joy and in times of great challenge. 

 

Last month, our Holmesburg congregation had the opportunity  to serve 
neighbors when a young man died suddenly; he was just nineteen. Denise, a 
member at Crossroads, has been connected to this neighboring family for 
years. She brings their younger children to church regularly, encourages the 
family’s young adults in education and careers and helps the family overall 
during times of crisis. When Kyle passed away, she swung into motion, 
gathered resources, mobilized our church family, helped care for the family 

and coordinated a memorial service. Her presence in the neighborhood over many years enabled 
meaningful ministry at a critical point. The church must be present in urban neighborhoods to share 
good news in significant ways. 

 

Kyle’s memorial service was held on a 
Sunday afternoon. More than 150 people 
packed the small auditorium at Crossroads 
Holmesburg. Every seat was filled and many 
more were standing. Many of those gathered 
were very young; most were unchurched; 
some followed Islam. Family and friends 
shared tears and laughter. They told stories 
and reminisced. Crossroads was able to 
share the comfort of God’s word and the life-
changing truth of the gospel. Please pray for 
Kyle’s family. Ask the Lord to use this 
event to transform their future. Pray for all 
who heard the gospel that day. Pray that 
God would save some. 

 

Your prayerful support allows us to embody truth and grace in neighborhoods throughout the city. 
Our churches are creating an urban presence where long-term relationships allow believers to 
speak into the lives of their neighbors during the normal course of life. Thank You! 

http://www.metrograce.org/


You Can Create Opportunity! 

Some, who’ve been blessed financially by the Lord, 
like to share year-end gifts with worthy ministries. 
We invite you to consider a year-end donation to 
MetroGrace. Our team has been serving in 
challenging urban neighborhoods for more than 25 
years.  

We’re laying a foundation for ministry so churches 
can serve in the city until Jesus returns. We’re 

grateful for the team the Lord has raised up to support this important task; and, we are grateful for 
you. Your year-end gift would mean so much toward the development of these churches; and, it 
would really encourage our hearts! Thank you so much! 

 

Stories of Grace in Philadelphia 

Since last month’s newsletter, I know that many of you have been praying 
for our Wissinoming neighborhood. We sure have!   

We told you then about the topless bar that had plagued our neighborhood 
in past years. It had been closed for the last few years but recently 
reopened with a facelift and a new sign out front that displayed the 
silhouette of a naked woman. This grotesque establishment is less than 500 
feet from our church building. I spent a considerable amount of time on the 
phone and through email contacting anyone who would give me the time of 
day about getting the place shut down. Most of the responses I got were, 
"Have you tried calling...?"  My response was, “Yes, I have. Do you have 
another phone number for me?” 

  I shared my frustration last month with the Wissinoming Civic Association. I 
am an active member of the association. I was hoping they could help me get 

something done about this. Well guess what? Last week I attended a Town Watch meeting—part of 
the civic association’s efforts to improve our neighborhood. I proudly serve as a Town Watch 

member. During that meeting there was a 
report shared regarding Jack's 
Gentlemen's Club: It is shut down! Praise 
Jesus!  

I want to thank everyone who prayed 
about this! But, the he fight isn't over. 
That horrid sign is still on display. Please 
continue praying that the sign  will be 
ordered removed by the City; or, that the 
owner will take the initiative to remove it 
himself so that families in our community 
will no longer be subject to the filth that it 
represents. 

 

Pray also that Danielle and I don't get discouraged as we continue praying for this 
neighborhood and fighting the many issues that come up in a challenging neighborhood like ours. 
Discouragement and doubt can creep in when we consider all the blight, all the crime and all the evil 
that we see everyday—not just in our neighborhood, but all over this city and the world. We know 
that the big picture can sometimes be a distraction; and, we know that our small congregation is not 
responsible for the whole world; rather, our responsibility is primarily here where the Lord has placed 
us in our little 19135—the neighborhood of Wissinoming. But, we can’t help, like you, to be 
concerned. Please keep praying for us. Thank you! 
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