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MetroGrace is developing gospel-centered, community-based churches with Crossroads 

Community Church of Philadelphia in the neighborhoods of Holmesburg and Wissinoming. 

 

Kingdom Kids 

MetroGrace works with Crossroads Community Church in the Holmesburg 

neighborhood to serve children and their families. Kingdom Kids is a 

ministry for students up to grade four who learn about the Lord, His 

impact on the world and their role in it. Please pray that children would 

come to know Jesus as Savior and grow in their relationship with Him. Pray 

for Joy Arleth, Jason Brown, Melody Brown, Jim Davis, Judy Dietrich, Kathy 

McDonough, Carl Searle and others who help. Ask the Lord to provide 

more teachers for this important ministry. Pray for lasting impact in 

neighborhood families. 

 

Thrive 

Pete Forshtay, Danielle Forshtay, Gina Harkins and Cindy 

Jaslow serve students grades 5 and up on Wednesday nights 

at 7pm at Crossroads in Wissinoming. Students enjoy playing 

games, sharing snacks and learning from God’s word. Thrive 

provides a group of Christian friends to encourage students 

in their walk with the Lord. Please pray for more leaders to 

invest in the lives of neighborhood teens. Pray that those 

attending Thrive would come to Christ in salvation. Pray for 

strength and courage for students called to live out their 

faith in challenging circumstances. 

 

Prayer 

We know that, “…our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the 

rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the 

spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.” (Ephesians 6:12)  So, the 

Forshtays have begun bi-weekly prayer meetings in their home. Pete writes, “As 

we seek a path forward from the Lord for life and ministry, we continue to look for 

help and desire to know who, from our congregation, is committed to show up 

and to pray.” Ask the Lord to grow commitment among disciples in Wissinoming. 

3rd Thursday Prayer has begun at Crossroads Holmesburg. Congregational 

requests and community needs are being brought before the Lord to seek victory 

in the battle. Both of these new ministries have begun slowly. Please pray that 

many would see the need for concentrated prayer to overcome the enemy. 

http://www.metrograce.org/


Fellowship 

4th Friday Fellowship provides a monthly opportunity for congregational 

connection in Holmesburg. A light meal, some games and time to share life 

enable informal connections to grow. Ask the Lord to use these events to 

bond believers and help seekers come to know Christ. Tom, a man in his 

sixties, has been attending worship sporadically. Last month, he attended 

the fellowship. It provided an opportunity for further conversation. Later in 

the month, Tom came to trust Jesus for salvation! Pray for growing 

relationships that lead to growth. 

 

Bible Babes 

 

Terry Harkins leads a ministry for women in Holmesburg and Wissinoming. Her 

personal struggles led her to faith in Christ. Those experiences and subsequent 

growth enable her to relate to women who are hurting. Terry is a senior saint who 

shepherds her “Babes” with care. She prays regularly for them, calls them 

frequently and personalizes her teaching as each has need. Please pray for Terry 

and her team as they serve women in need. Pray that many would follow her 

example of commitment and service over the long haul. 

 

 

YouTube 

Pete Forshtay writes, “There are particular prayer requests and 

ministry updates that I'm itching to share that don't always translate 

to the newsletter, and there are details concerning ministry and 

context that would be easier to show than to explain.  That is why 

I've started recording videos to be placed on YouTube.  Go on 

YouTube and search Peter Forshtay to find my channel.  I intend to 

update it at least once a month, but also plan to share certain 

things as they're happening in order to share time sensitive prayer 

requests, ministry updates…and some things that aren't necessarily 

Newsletter-worthy but would like for you to know about myself, my 

family, my home, my neighborhood, my city and my congregation.” 

 

Could You Help? 

Urban congregations need committed disciples who will live in the city, love neighbors, proclaim the 

gospel and serve in the church. Are you at a transition point in life? New graduates, newlyweds, 

second-career Christians and those recently retired could be used by the Lord in the city. Let’s talk – 

jim@metrograce.org. If you can’t come, could you support MetroGrace with advocacy, prayer and 

finances? We need advocates to share our ministry with churches and small groups who might 

partner with our urban mission. We need prayer warriors who will lift up our ministry on a regular basis. 

And, we need men and women moved by God to support our work financially. 

 

Thank You 

Many of you are already doing these things faithfully! Thank you! The Lord is using you in 

Philadelphia!  
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