September 2016
Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. “Therefore beseech the Lord
of the harvest to send out workers into His harvest.” Matthew 9:37-38

We’re pleased to congratulate Kurt Miller, Pastor
of the Year for 2016. This summer, the
Association of Grace Brethren Ministers honored
Kurt for his outstanding service to the Lord. He
received the award at Margins, the annual vision
conference of the Fellowship of Grace Brethren
Churches, in Toronto, Ontario. It was exciting for
Kurt and Anecia to celebrate in Canada with a
team Kurt helped begin more than two decades
ago. What might the Lord do in the next twenty
years?
Throughout August, development continued in
Bridesburg, our newest congregation. We continue to work on the building and
we are making contacts throughout the neighborhood. Please pray with us!
We plan to begin gathering for worship on Sunday September 18 at 6pm.
As the Lord grows neighborhood congregations
through the ministry of MetroGrace, we recognize
the need for on-site leadership training. This
month several of our men will begin internships
that include seminary level training while they continue their ministries in our churches. Please pray
for these men and ask the Lord to prepare them for their next level of service.
This year marks our twenty-fifth year of service in Philadelphia.
After graduating from Grace Theological Seminary in May of
1991, Lisa and I moved back to Philadelphia to help start a new
church. On November 3, 1991 Crossroads Community Church
held its first worship service at the Tender Loving Childcare
Center in Wissinoming. It’s been quite a journey! Each of you has played an important part in our
story. So, we want to take some time to celebrate what God has done!
On Saturday November 5, 2016 from 12-4pm, Crossroads will host an anniversary celebration to
praise the Lord for His grace! Could you come? We’d love to see everyone who has been a part of
Crossroads over the years! We’ll enjoy a great lunch together and praise God for his work. We’ll
have some special worship opportunities on Sunday for those who can stay longer. Please let us
know if you intend to come so we can plan. You can reply with the enclosed envelope, respond to
the event on our Facebook page, call the church office 215-632-1564 or send an email to
margarete@metrograce.org

Name: __________________________
Enclosed is my gift to support:
The Browns
The Millers
General
_____________
(Other)

$_____________
$_____________
$_____________
$_____________

Thank you for supporting MetroGrace this month!
Please include this cut-off with your next gift and
use the back to indicate any changes to your
contact information.

7721 Torresdale Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19136
215-533-3396
www.metrograce.org
Dr. Jim Brown,
Executive Director

Working together against growing
neighborhood crime.
There are good things happening in the
Wissinoming neighborhood where our
congregation is located. I periodically
meet with other pastors in the
neighborhood to discuss how we can
partner on different community
events. Our aim has been to promote
unity in the church and encourage the
unchurched to come to any one of our
churches.
The Wissinoming Civic Association
meets monthly. Danielle and I have
become board members. The group is
fairly new. A lot of work needs to be done, but the aim to improve
community life and safety is certainly something which we are
enthusiastically working toward.
There is a new school in the neighborhood, Tacony Academy
Charter School, which looks wonderful and adds positive life to
the community; and, another dilapidated factory is being torn
down to make way for a new Wawa convenient store and a Shop
Rite grocery store which will stand two blocks from our home.
All of these things are wonderful improvements and seem to be
signs that the neighborhood is improving as a whole; but, while
these things are happening there appears to be a rise in crime.
There have been several murders in our neighborhood. One of
them occurred just opposite the apartment complex behind our
house. In addition to these horrific acts, the bar down the street from our church changed their name
from Jack's Pub to Jack's Gentleman's Club. They also changed their signage to include a silhouette
of a naked woman. Through hours of research and phone calls, I discovered that although they
weren't allowed to obtain a cabaret license, since they stand within 500 feet of a church (ours), they
made an appeal and won, obtaining their license years ago, but never made an official move to
brand themselves as a strip club until just this summer. To say I am upset is an understatement. This
is just one more example that the enemy is hard at
work against the light that is making its way into
our community.
I mention all this to ask for prayer:
1. Pray that through phone calls and letters,
we are able to take action against the strip
club—at least to get the sign removed and
hopefully to get the place shut down entirely.
2. Pray that lives of families are changed
through the Gospel of Peace and that we see
fewer crimes and no more killings.
3. Pray that God would eradicate drug abuse and sex trafficking in our neighborhood.
All these issues seem too big for us to handle, but we have confidence that there are no
issues too big for God.
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